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The Indian Ocean    Madagascar    Seychelles

Ile Ste Marie



Orchids   900 sp Madagascar

Tropical rainforest species
Ile aux Nattes

Cynorkis lowiana

Eulophiella roempleriana



Angraecum sp



Angraecum sesquipidalae

Darwin’s orchid

Special hawk moth 
for pollination



Madagascar periwinkle
Catharanthus roseus



Ravenala / Travellers Palm Ravenala madagascariensis Raffia Palm
Raphia sp



Dry Spiny Forest of Southern Madagascar



Allaudia procera



Oustalet’s Chameleon

Ring-tailed Lemur



Baobabs of
Madagascar

6 endemic sp

Adansonia grandidieri

A. madagascariensis



Three-cornered Palm Dypsis decaryi

en route to Berenty in the SW



Cloves Flower buds from Syzigium aromaticum



Vanilla Orchid
Vanilla planifolia



Mexican Bee
The pollinator



Edmond Albius a slave from Réunion discovered the secret 
of hand pollination in 1841.   He was only 12. 







Nepenthes ~ Pitcher plants

Madagascar                     Seychelles



Coco de Mer palm  Seychelles Praslin    Vallée de Mai WHS

Male 30m tall
flower



Female double nut

Coco de Mer   Lodoicea maldivica

Female
24 m tall



34km long
14km across
154km²

My house

4 main islands
4 main channels 

Aldabra Atoll    Seychelles

Main Channel

West Channel

Mangroves



Flightless Rail







Red-footed Boobies and Frigate Birds
In the mangroves



Mangroves at low tide



Associated trees and shrubs
•Salt marshes,  sarcornia, salicornia
•Phragmites
•Barringtonia sp
•Hibiscus tilaceus
•Entada rheedii - sea bean 

Barringtonia asiatica



Angraecum eberneum

Champignon limestone formation at low tide



Uses of Mangroves

•Beautiful hard wood termite resistant
•Used for building houses and bridges
•Cleared for agriculture, 
•Housing and tourist development
•Rice fields, prawn and oyster farming
• Fishing

•Civil Engineers of the plant world
•Protect coastal plains from erosion
•Building up shore line or river banks
•Nursery areas for turtles and fish
•Protects coral reefs Mudskipper

Whelks







Mangroves      Loango, Gabon







James Island in The Gambia River mouth



Baobab Adansonia digitata

in the Sahel  N Senegal





The Gambia River
Rhizophera sp 20m+ high 



Borassus Palms       About 150kms from the coast 



The Gambia River

Bolong or creek 





African Fish Eagle

African Finfoot



Oysters on the mangrove roots
and a Malachite Kingfisher 



Casamance River
S. Senegal

Silk Cotton Tree
Ceiba pentandra

Kapok  60m tall





Auckland, New Zealand
Southernmost mangroves
Avicinnia marina



Bom Bom
Resort Principí



San Antonio, Principe

Traveller’s Palms



São Tomé begonia
Begonia baccata

Can grow to 4m tall



Porcelain Rose Etingera elatior

Torch ginger Coffee flowers
Caffea arabica



São Joao Coco plantation



Unripe coco pods





Marjorelle Gardens  Marrakech Morocco





Ancient olive trees in Ein Kerem, Jerusalem



The Rose Garden near The Knesset, Jerusalem



Capers
Capparis spinosa

The Common 
Globe Thistle
Echinops adenocaulos

Wild Hollyhock
Alcea setosa





Angkor Wat
Cambodia



Banyan tree



Nypa Palm
Kinabangtan River Borneo



Proboscis monkey,  Borneo









Wandering Albatross

S. Georgia

Livingston Is



Stanley The Falklands    51°41’ S



Gypsy CoveMagellanic Penguins



Diddle Dee



Scurvy Grass Falkland Lady’s Slipper

Flowers Dec and Jan



Pale MaidenSisyrinchium filofolium

Flowers mainly in spring

National Flower



On your knees to look at the tiny Pearlwort at 62°S        Elephant Point
Livingston Island, South Shetlands



Elephant Seals



Norway and Svalbard

Finally to UK

Svalbard

Vega

Norway



Vega Island    Norway 65.7°N
UNESCO World Heritage site
Eider ducks



Early Spring Orchids





Tromsø Botanical Gardens Norway   69°40’N





Ymerbukta Glacier  73°N 





Arctic Poppy
Papaver radicatum



Purple Saxifrage Saxifraga oppositifolium



Scotland



Himalayan Blue Poppy Meconopsis baileyi

Growing in the walled garden



Dale Chihuly
Glass sculptures at 
Kew Gardens



The End



Namibia
The Orange River at Norotshama Lodge



Wild Sesame
Sesamum capense





Welwitschia mirabilis



Hoodia currori





Quiver Tree
Aloe dichotoma





The End
Thank you




